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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hi and welcome to this first vodcast in the series, titled Introduction to Podcasting. My name is Carolyn McCarthy and I work at the Shiawassee RESD and Clinton County RESA in educational technology. This is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 United States License, which allows you to share, copy, distribute, display this work, however you must attribute the work to myself, and any atering or transforming of it must be done under the same copyright licensing.



What is a podcast?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So what is a podcast? Let’s start the definition with an audio recording that is on the Internet. There are podcasts all over the Internet by schools, principals, teachers, students, tv newscasters, newspapers, and why not by you? Some of the top rated ones are: CoffeeBreak Spanish, Grammar Girl’s, Super Why!, Just vocabulary, and one of my favorites is the Princeton Review Vocabulary Minute.



http://www.mpsomaha.org/willow/
Radio/   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s a well known classroom that records podcasts by the students for their different grade levels.



What is a podcast?
 Audio content that can be subscribed to 

via the Internet through a subscription 
(RSS feed) process
 typically in an audio or video (mp3 or m4a)

format 
subscriber automatically receives new 

episodes (or content) through podcatching
software (aggregator) like iTunes and Juice
Most podcasts are totally FREE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So what is a podcast? We mentioned a audio file recording, but what is very special is that you can subscribe to a podcast (most are free).  RSS is a script used to deliver new content to you when you subscribe, automatically. 



Publish and subscribe

Design Flow From the “Missouri Podcasting White Paper.pdf ”

3. Is there  
any new 
content?

4. Yes  there is. 
Here it is for 

you!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s see this graphically. 1. A person records something, perhaps a some vocabulary words. 2. The recording is then published to a location on the web, on a server. 3. Another person, perhaps you, decides to subscribe to the vocabulary podcast. Once you subscribe, your computer does the checking with the server to see if there is a new episode. 4. When there is, it automatically downloads it to your computer for you to listen to. 5. You can attach your mp3 player, like an iPod, to your computer to synchronize the new files onto it. Then off you go!



What is RSS?
 RSS (Rich Site Summary and also called Really Simple 

Syndication) is
 RSS is a script used to deliver new content to 

you when you subscribe, automatically. Many 
news-related sites, and other online publishers 
syndicate their content as an RSS Feed to whoever 
wants it. National Geographic and Discovery post 
them.

 Benefit?
Helps you stay informed and up-to-date with minimal 

effort by automatically retrieving the newest content. 
It’s efficient!

http://www.whatisrss.com/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today, we’re going to build an understanding, learn about, and look at implications for this new technology.  Podcasts are, in essence, audio broadcasts created by an individual or series of individuals that are designed to be shared with others.  They can be made available for direct download and/or playing on a website or have the ability to be syndicated through what is called an RSS feed.  This allows you to receive an automatic download of new podcasts from a specific source you subscribe to.  Because most podcasters will create their podcast on a single theme or subject matter, often others are interested in hearing each of those broadcasts as soon as they become available.  Through the technology available to us, teachers, students, and/or parents can have automatic access to a broadcast on their computer and/or made available in a portable format for on-the-go listening.
So a primary benefit is that this is a convenient, efficient and portable way to learn a lot of information, and stay up-to-date.


http://www.whatisrss.com/�


3 primary types of Podcasts
 Audio podcasts are usually an MP3 file and are 

the most common types of podcasts. 
 Enhanced podcasts m4a can have images to go 

along with the audio. They can also have chapter 
markers, making it easier to skip to different 
portions of an episode. 

 Video podcasts are movies, complete with 
sound. Video podcasts can be in a variety of 
formats, but MPEG-4 
is the most popular.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are 3 main types – audio podcasts, enhanced podcasts which have one or more still images included, and video podcasts, sometimes called vodcasts or vidcasts, which are actually video podcasts. 
You can search for, locate, and subscribe to these using iTunes, which is FREE from Apple. There are other programs you can use as well, but this is one of the fullest featured and free programs.



A portable teaching, learning and 
communication medium

Podcasting and Vodcasting have become a 
leading source for learning 24x7

RSS is at the root of this craze
Anywhere, anytime access to speeches, 

audio books, music, foreign language lessons, 
lectures…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presents a tremendous opportunity for teaching and learning 24x7! So the importance of RSS is that it is the vehicle that lets you subscribe and for your device, computer.. Cellphone…or such, to receive the most up-to-date episodes, which you can listen once, or many times at your convenience.



Educational Benefits of Podcasting

Cheap
Tons of resources

http://epnweb.org
www.apple.com/itunes

 global audience
http://bobsprankle.com

Portable access
Authentic 

products
No-frills 

communication

Wes Fryer, Integrating Technology in the Classroom

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of the benefits we have already mentioned. Cheap or free, and portable. There are a ton of resources available online to subscribe to. The Educational Podcast Network (EPNweb), through the iTunes store, iTunesU, and across the globe.

http://epnweb.org/�
http://www.apple.com/itunes�
http://bobsprankle.com/�
http://www.wtvi.com/TEKS/05_06_articles/classroom-audio-podcasting.html�


Differentiate Instruction with 
Audio  and Multimedia Delivery

Meet diverse learning styles (auditory)
Portable delivery method (cellphones)
Provides options or choices
Adjusts content
Diversified communication
 Students as collaborators in learning
Flexible learning

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Podcasts have opened up learning and made it portable, which can be listened to or watched at any time of day or night in any location by a learner, and can meet various learning styles. It provides exciting options for the digital and multimedia learners.



NETS-T : Teachers Responsibility

Facilitate and Inspire Student 
Learning and Creativity
Teachers use their knowledge of subject 
matter, teaching and learning, and 
technology to facilitate experiences that 
advance student learning, creativity, and 
innovation in both face-to-face and virtual 
environments.

http://www.iste.org/NETS/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The National Educational Technology Standards, called NETS-T, identify responsibilities of Teachers for the 21st century.
Teachers can not only record and produce podcasts, but can also engage their students in enhancing their own learning, help build communication skills, and engage students in creative projects where they produce their own. You can locate the standards for teachers, administrators, and students from the ISTE web site listed on the slide at www.iste.org/nets

http://www.iste.org/NETS/�
http://www.iste.org/NETS/�
http://www.iste.org/NETS/�
http://www.iste.org/NETS/�


NETS-T : Teachers Responsibility

Demonstrate support of technology use by 
developing skills, knowledge, and strategies 
necessary to model effective use of 
technology.

Learn and use effective ways to integrate 
technology into the curriculum, and use 
technology in ways that enhance 
instructional opportunities and successes for 
all students.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers in the new digital age are expected to model the use of new methods of communication and provide new opportunities for learning through the use of technologies. Podcasts can enhance and motivate students in any curricular area, as you will see when you begin searching for and subscribing to them.



Free Podcasting Tools

Audacity by Sourceforge
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
Gcast – create and mix audio podcasts and 

post them free http://www.gcast.com/
TakingITGlobal for Educators – free 

podcast hosting site for classrooms
http://www.tigweb.org/tiged/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the great things is that the software you need to create them is FREE. Audacity by Sourceforge can be downloaded and used free of charge. It runs on multiple platforms (Windows, Mac, Linux, and others. Once you create a podcast you need to post it on the Internet in a location using an RSS feed, that will let others subscribe to it. You can use a site on the Internet to create and post them if you prefer, such as Gcast or TakingITGlobal for Educators. There are many sites that offer this service free.

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/http:/www.gcast.com/�
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/�
http://www.gcast.com/�
http://www.gcast.com/�
http://www.tigweb.org/tiged/�


Coming Next…Learn to

Search for, Listen to, Evaluate, and 
Subscribe to podcasts!

We’ll use iTunes free software from Apple, so 
it would be helpful if you download it before 
you watch #2. The demonstration will be with 
version 8.1

http://www.apple.com/itunes/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next episode will show you how to use iTunes version 8.1 (current at the time of this recording). We will locate educational podcasts, search by content area, preview, the subscribe to one or two. 
We’ll play a couple of examples, and look at some qualities that make a podcast great!
We’ll check out iTunesU a new and growing resource, the EPN network, and learn where to find even more.

http://www.apple.com/itunes/�


Additional Episodes
2. Searching & Subscribing with iTunes and a 

quick look at iTunesU
3. Evaluating podcasts and Planning your own
4. Recording your first one with Audacity
5. Editing your podcast and Levelator
6. Adding music and effects to your podcast
7. Publishing or posting your podcast

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a list of the topics that will follow this first episode.
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