
Effective Assessment:
What Works In Schools

Dr. Dale Moore

Dr.dmooremhs@gmail.comDr.dmooremhs@gmail.com



KWLKWL
• What do you already know aboutWhat do you already know about 
ASSESSMENT?

• What do you want to know about• What do you want to know about 
ASSESSMENT?

Wh h l d b ASSESSMENT?• What have you learned about ASSESSMENT?



??Questions about Assessment????Questions about Assessment??

• What kinds of assessments are there?What kinds of assessments are there?

• How often do you assess students?

h k d ?• What makes a good assessment?

• What do you do with the assessment data?

• What do you do with students who don’t do 
well on assessments?

• What changes are made based on assessment 
data?data? 



Assessment Anyone?Assessment Anyone?

• Hills (1991 as cited in Burk 1999 p 19)Hills (1991, as cited in Burk, 1999, p.19) 
blames classroom assessment problems on 
the lack of training teachers receivethe lack of training teachers receive.

• What’s the missing link?
A t t i i– Assessment training

– Administrative supports

ll b– Collaboration

– Data Driven Dialogue



ObjectivesObjectives

1 Types of Assessments1. Types of Assessments

2. How to build and use Assessments

3 O h id i i3. Other considerations in Assessment

4. Tools for the Portfolio



TYPES OF ASSESSMENTSTYPES OF ASSESSMENTS



PROJECTSPROJECTS

ONE TESTS
STATE TESTS

SIZE 
FITS ALL?FITS ALL?

QUIZZES

INTERVIEWS
COMMON 
ASSESSMENTS



Types of AssessmentsTypes of Assessments

• SummativeSummative
– Tied to accountability 

• School AYPSchool AYP
• Teacher
• Student

– State testing, mid‐term and final exams, exit tests

• FormativeFormative
– Check for understanding
– Show of hands tests and quizzes projects papersShow of hands, tests and quizzes, projects, papers



Summative AssessmentSummative Assessment

• It is an assessment OF learningIt is an assessment OF learning.

did h d l ?• It answers, did the student learn?

• It is designed for accountability.



Formative AssessmentFormative Assessment

• It is an assessment FOR learningIt is an assessment FOR learning.

• It informs both teacher and student.

id i i• It guides instruction.

• It helps students understand their next steps.

• It supports learning.



Summative and Formative 
Assessments Sharing…

• Take a moment to jot down the difference 
between summative and formative assessments.  

• Share with someone next to you.

• Share with the group• Share with the group.



How to Build and 
Use Assessments



A Balanced Assessment Programg

AssessmentAssessment AssessmentAssessment

“OF”“OF”
•• SummativeSummative

“FOR”“FOR”
•• FormativeFormative

•• Norm Referenced /         Norm Referenced /         
StandardizedStandardized

•• A snapshot inA snapshot in timetime

•• Often teacherOften teacher‐‐mademade

•• A moving A moving picturepicture
•• A snapshot in A snapshot in timetime

•• State testingState testing
•• FeedbackFeedback

Essential Question:Essential Question:

•• What have students What have students 
already learned?already learned?

Essential Question:Essential Question:

•• How can we help How can we help 
students learn more?students learn more?already learned?already learned? students learn more?students learn more?



Keys to Quality Classroom Assessment 
Stiggins 2001A t A t Stiggins, 2001

Clear Purposes
Why Assess?

Clear Targets
Assess What?

What are the learning targets?

Accurate Assessment

What’s the purpose?
Who will use results?

What are the learning targets?
Are they clear?
Are they good?

Good Design
Assess How?
Wh t th d?What method?
Sampled how?

Avoid bias how?

Effectively Used

Sound Communication
Communicate How?

How manage information?
How report?

Student Involvement
Students are users, too.

Students need to understand learning targets tooStudents need to understand learning targets, too.
Students can participate in the assessment process, too.

Students can track progress and communicate, too.



Align AssessmentsAlign Assessments

• Align questions to Standards!Align questions to Standards!

• Don’t ask anything you don’t need to know!

k i i f l• Make it meaningful

• Involve students



Assessment Plans should. . .Assessment Plans should. . .
• Support school mission.
• Support school improvement goals.
• Contain time frames and responsibility.
C i t• Communicate purpose.

• Contain both “of” and “for” assessments.
• Define use of data• Define use of data.
• Contain ongoing review.
• Identify assessment administration and environmentIdentify assessment administration and environment.

(Stiggins, 2001; Reeves, 2006)



OTHER CONSIDERATIONS OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
IN ASSESSMENT



Influences on Assessment in U.S.Influences on Assessment in U.S.

• TIMMS ProjectTIMMS Project
– Emphasis on achievement in Math and Science 

• Push for High Stakes Testing• Push for High Stakes Testing

• Accountability of teachers and schools

• Influence of NCLB, AYP, teacher quality, 
student achievement

• Technology explosion



Data Driven DialogueData Driven Dialogue

• Beaudett, City, & Murnane (2006) advocate for teachers to:
– Work with data
– Ask questions
– Experience and discuss actual testsp
– Triangulate data

• Wellman & Lipton (2004) describe the need for Data Drive 
Dialogue –g
– Access to student achievement, demographic, perception and 

process data
– Conduct student work sample reviewsp
– Multiple and variable data such as: formative, interim and 

common, and summative assessments



Common ERRORS in AssessmentCommon ERRORS in Assessment

• Assess, Grade, Test, and Monitor EVERYTHING, , ,
• Disregard learning styles
• Assessments not aligned to standards

Tomlinson & McTighe (2006)
Grading and Assessment are not synonymous! 
Assessment focuses on gathering information 
about student achievement to make instructionalabout student achievement to make instructional 
decisions.  Grading is an end‐point judgment 
about student achievement.



Results of AssessmentsResults of Assessments

“You can enhance or destroy students’You can enhance or destroy students  
desire to succeed in school more quickly 
and permanently through your use ofand permanently through your use of 
assessment than with any other tools you 
have at your disposal ”have at your disposal.

Rick Stiggins (2007)Rick Stiggins (2007)



Student Assessment Experiences
(Stiggins, 2007)

• Quote: 

“You can enhance or destroy students’ desire to 
succeed in school more quickly and permanently 
through your use of assessment than with any otherthrough your use of assessment than with any other 
tools you have at your disposal.”

• Article: Assessment through the student’s eyesArticle:  Assessment through the student s eyes

• Discussion:

What is the importance of dispositions in AssessmentWhat is the importance of dispositions in Assessment 
– do teachers have a responsibility to build self‐
esteem?



Advantages of AssessmentAdvantages of Assessment

Tucker & Stronge (2005)Tucker & Stronge (2005) 

• Students know targets

S d d b d• Standards based

• Focus for instruction
– Targeted strategies and interventions 

• Enables Multi‐Tiered System of Supports (Rti)y pp ( )

• Collaboration – students, teachers, colleagues, 
parentsparents



Changing the Process of 
Progress Monitoring

• Days of Old:Days of Old:
– staff meetings, overheads, and reams of paper
– Excel anyone? Degree in Statistics anyone?y g y

• Today…data at our fingertips:
– Data WarehousingData Warehousing
– Student Information Systems
– Course Management Systemsg y
– Online Infrastructure Systems
– Online assessment and evaluation tools



Online Tools for Data GatheringOnline Tools for Data Gathering
• Data Warehousing (performance and demographic data)

– Data Director TetraData Pinnacle Pearson Inform ClassA– Data Director, TetraData, Pinnacle, Pearson Inform, ClassA, 
etc.

• Student Information Systems (demographic data)
P S h l Sk d Z l t– PowerSchool, Skyward, Zangle, etc.

• Course Management Systems (online classrooms)
– BlackBoard, Moodle, Schoology, Sakai, etc., , gy, ,

• Online Infrastructure Systems (multiple areas)
– SchoolCenter, EdLine, etc.  
O li A t & E l ti t l• Online Assessment & Evaluation tools
– Google Forms, SurveyMonkey, Zoomerang, Rubistar, 
PollEverywhere, Quizlet, etc. 



Online TestingOnline Testing



Online Assessment & Evaluation ToolsOnline Assessment & Evaluation Tools

S M k•Survey Monkey
•Rubistar
•Zoomerang
•Google Formsg
•Data Tools

21things4teachers.net



Assessment DataAssessment Data

• Know how to read the three scopes ofKnow how to read the three scopes of 
summary data in  DATA WAREHOUSE
– School
– Classroom
– Student

What would you look for in each type of 
data?data



School Wide Data
What test questions 
should be looked at for 
revision or re‐teaching?School Wide Data



Classroom Data
How did we perform by 
GLCEs on test questions?  Classroom Data



Student Data
What GLCEs need 
more emphasis?



QuestionsQuestions
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