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Web Tool and Assignment List
Subject to change - Updates may be available, please check the website:        9/11/09

	 1 - Assessment/Evaluation & Survey Tools

Rubrics, Rubistar, Zoomerang, Survey Monkey

1.  Create an online educational survey with either Zoomerang or Survey Monkey with at least 5 questions. 

2. Survey at least 5 teachers/students and view the results on screen. (Note:  In the professional version you could export results, create graphs, etc. This is not possible in the FREE version).

 
3.  Capture a screen shot of the results, and record your reflections in the portfolio. (If you are unfamiliar with capturing screen shots, click on the Basics page for a quick tour).

4.   Create a rubric using Rubistar for use in your classroom.  Capture a screen shot of your rubric for your portfolio and record your reflections on how you will use in your classroom. 

	2 - Basics

MS Office keyboard shortcuts

1. Open any Word document or PowerPoint file, try out the shortcuts we have shown you, and create something that shows you have used some of the formatting the shortcuts. 

2. Capture a screen shot (using the Print Screen shortcut), paste it into your portfolio, and write some reflections on at least three other shortcuts you used.  Reflect on how this helps increase your productivity.


	3 - Blogging

VisitMyClass or EduBlogs
1.  Create an educational account on one of the sponsored blogging sites.  

2.  Create an educational blog that supports your position as an educator. In the setup, select the use of moderated comments.  Your blog may include: interactive learning, information source, educational expertise, communication with parents and/or students, classroom lessons, or other classroom applications.

3.  Make a minimum of three posts to the blog.  

4.  Share the blog address with at least two other educators; ask them to post comments to each of your three posts.  

5.  Access your blog and moderate the comments.

6.  Optional:  Make the blog visually appealing with graphics, video, charts or tables, or other useful information to support the blog.  

7.  Capture a screen shot of your blog and include your reflections for your portfolio.  Please include the web address for your blog.


	4 - Collaboration Tools

Google Docs/Buzzword
1. Open a Google Account. 

2. Create a Google document and describe ways you see Google Documents can make you more productive. Make use of 3-4 formatting items on the toolbar, and invite a colleague, or classmate to collaborate by making some edits to the document. 

3. Capture a screen shot (using Print-screen) and paste it into your portfolio. Include some reflections on how Google Documents can increase your productivity.
Optional:  Complete activities 1-3 using Buzzword.



	5 - Content Area Tools

Thinkfinity, ReadWriteThink
1. Visit Thinkfinity. 

2. Choose at least one activity from ReadWriteThink and one from another Thinkfinity partner that will enhance a lesson you teach. 

3. For the portfolio assignment, write a short synoposis of the activity and how you are going to use it within your lesson and be sure to include the hyperlink to the two activities from that web that you are using.

	6 - Differentiated Instruction & Diverse Learning

Learnport, Nettrekker, VozMe, 1Click Answers

1.  Create an account in Learnport to access NetTrekker and set up your profile. Use the Read Aloud and Dictionary Hotkey features on at least 3 hits.  Capture a screen shot and write a reflection in your portfolio of how you can use these resources to Differentiate Instruction in your setting.

2.  Using Vozme, or another FREE text to speech converter, make a text to audio recording.  Capture a screen while you are creating the audio recording. Write a reflection on how this compares to using the Read Aloud feature of NetTrekker.

3.  Using 1ClickAnswers, explore a web page using this tool.  Capture a screen shot showing this process and compare this to the Dictionary feature in NetTrekker for your reflection for your portfolio.

4. Explain how each of the tools could positively impact the teaching and learning in your setting.


	7 - Digital Citizenship

Digital Citizenship, Acceptable Use, Critical Evaluation, Bogus/Hoax sites, CyberSafety

1. Select four websites - two from the bogus/hoax list and two of your choice.  Critically review the four websites using the Joyce Valenza criteria (content, authority/credibility, bias/purpose, and usability/navigation).  Submit a one paragraph critical evaluation of each web site.   Include the web addresses, screen shots, and a reflection of this activity in your portfolio. 

2. Write up a plan in your portfolio identifying 4 activities you will use in your setting to help others learn about: cyberbullying, personal information on the web, acceptable use of the Internet, and/or Netiquette.

	8 - Digital Images

Picasa, Photoshow, Picnik

1. Create an account at one of the digital photo storage sites and upload educationally appropriate photos for sharing with a colleague. 

2. Capture a screen shot your page, include the URL to your site, and reflect upon ways you can use this type of resource for your classroom or your setting.

*An optional assignment is to upload your photos to Slideshow and create a multimedia show complete with effects and music and put the link to your show in the portfolio. 

	9 - Digital Story Telling

Photo Story 3

1. Create a short 2-3 minute video that includes title, content, transitions and music. 

2. Create a screen shot of it (or a URL to it, if you post it online) to include with your reflection in your portfolio.

3. Write about three ways digital storytelling can be used in your classroom or educational setting.
4. Include some feedback from a student or peer about your story, and what suggestions for improvement were recommended in your reflection.


	10 - Face of Your Classroom

Netvibes, EduBlogs, Weebly, Blackboard
1. Create your own Weebly website. 

2. Include at least three pages, text, images, documents and web-links. You may want to use your site as a means to demonstrate some of the things you have learned from this 21 Things course. 

3. Include the URL to your site and a reflection about the ways you could use a web page creator to create a web presence.

4. Capture a screen shot of your page(s) to include in the portfolio.

Optional:  Create a web presence by completing steps 1-4 using another approved web "face".


	11 - Navigating Online Learning

Navigating The Land of Online Learning

1. Select a game piece representing the educational role (most likely the teacher or mentor role) you play in your district. Play the game, and as you navigate down the stone path of online learning, click on each wooden sign. A pop-up window will appear with the online program considerations pertaining specifically to that role.

2. Copy and paste the questions for the educational role you have chosen into the portfolio, with the screen shot, and answer each of the questions. (There is a PDF of the entire game you can view or download). Answer them to the best of your knowledge.

	12 - Online Interactive Learning Tools
Illuminations, Google Earth
1. Visit the Illuminations site or choose a site from the Wiki (there are a number of curricular and grade level interactive sites) and go through one of the interactive activities. Go to your portfolio and write a short description of the activity and how you would use this activity in a lesson. Include the URL to the site you are using.
2. Go to Google Earth. Type your address in the "Fly to" area and locate your house. Take a screen shot and paste it into your portfolio. 

3. Take one of the Sightseeing tours in Google Earth. Locate the tours under "Places" and click the + sign next to Sightseeing. Then select one tour to go on.  Write a short description of the tour for your portfolio. 

4. Go to the Layers Tab, under the Places tab, and expand it by clicking on it. Click the + next to Ocean to expand it. Visit a shipwreck or an ocean expedition by double-clicking on it. You many need to zoom out to see the icons for the sites you are looking for. Take a screen shot and place it into the portfolio.


	13 - Online Video Resources

United Streaming, School Tube, Teacher Tube

Explore the online video resources available to you.  For your portfolio, capture a screen shot of one of your video sources. For the reflection portion of your portfolio, 

1. Describe how you could integrate online video resources into your classroom instruction

2. Explain the features of one of the three tools listed above

3. Compare/contrast each one's strengths and weaknesses in your reflection. Submit this reflection as part of your portfolio.

	14 - Podcasting
Audacity, GCast/Podomatic, iTunes, GarageBand

1. Locate and listen to a podcast. Write a brief summary of the content and place this in your portfolio. 

2. Create a podcast in Audacity, Gcast or GarageBand (Mac users). (Note: We recommend you purchase a headset with microphone for this activity. The built-in microphone in laptops leaves much to be desired in quality of the recording.) 

3. Post your podcast. There are several places you can upload your Podcasts. You can upload the podcast to your Blog that you created or your Weebly page, or in a coursemanagement program (Blackboard or Moodle). Once you upload it take a screen shot and make sure it includes the url to your podcast file so we can enjoy listening to it. Place the screen shot in your portfolio.

	15 - Productivity Tools

ZoomIt, ZamZar/ MediaConvert, Jing/Screencast-o-matic

1.  Take a Word document and convert to .pdf format or select another file format and convert.  Capture a screen shot and record your reflections about how this will influence your classroom instruction.

2.  Download and use ZoomIt; capture a screen shot and reflect on how you can use in the classroom.  

3.  Using Screencast-o-matic or another screen recording tool, demonstrate your proficiency in one of the 21 things.  Share the file digitally.  


	16 - Professional Development

Course Registrations, Adobe Connect Now

1. Depending on the ISD you belong to create an account on their registration system. Check out the PD and make note of PD in your portfolio that you may pursue in the next year. 

2. Go to LearnPort and register for a free account. Check out the courses available to you as well as the community rooms in the collaboration center. Either create your own room or sign up for one that interests you. Post a question and/or answer a question in one of the "rooms".  Capture a screen shot and create a reflection for your portfolio.  

3. During this course you have participated in a number of virtual classroom webinars with your instructor(s).  Write a paragraph on how the use of online professional development is changing education in the 21st century.



	17 - Professional Organizations & Networking
Educational Technology/Media links, Twitter, Plurk

1. Research 3 professional organizations in technology and media.  You may include a minimum of two from the above list(s), and a maximum of one that is not listed for a total of three. 

2. In your portfolio describe the purpose, cost, and benefits of membership within each organization.  

3. In your portfolio explain the unique skills and abilities you could contribute to the organizations. 

4. Sign up for a social networking site, such as Twitter, Plurk or Facebook account.  Describe the purpose of each and the benefits of using this service.  Capture a screen shot and prepare a personal reflection for your portfolio.



	18 - Research & Reference Tools

MEL, RefDesk, Wikipedia dangers, Citation tools
Using the http://www.mel.org site, complete the following activities to evaluate educational databases. 

1.  Student Research:   Select one of the pairs of databases below to compare/contrast the appropriateness, usability, content, and credibility for use within the classroom.   Capture a screen shot of one of the databases, and include your compare/contrast analysis in the reflection for your portfolio.
         e-Library Elementary and Kids InfoBits
         InfoTrac Junior Edition and InfoTrac Student Edition
         SIRS Discoverer Deluxe and SIRS Renaissance

2.  Advanced Research:  Select one of the pairs of databases below to compare/contrast the appropriateness, usability, content, and credibility for use within the classroom.   Capture a screen shot of one of the databases, and include your compare/contrast analysis in the reflection for your portfolio.  
         Academic One File to the General One File
         Educators Reference Complete

3.  Work Cited - 1:  Using the MEL databases, complete a search for an educational topic.  Create a citation for the web address using the citation tools within MEL, in either MLA or APA format.  Copy and paste a screen shot and the citation into the reflection of your Portfolio.  

4.  Work Cited - 2:  Select one of the citation makers and create a citation for a book or journal/magazine article.  Capture a screen shot of the citation tool you selected, and copy/paste the citation into the reflection of your Portfolio. 



	19 - Staying Informed

RSS, iGoogle, Netvibes, Bloglines

1. Select one of the RSS aggregators above and create an account. 

2. Navigate to three of your favorite sites which could include: blogs, news sites, and/or podcasts. Select those that you want to subscribe to and add them to your RSS aggregator. 

3. Capture screen shots of your RSS aggregator page, showing some of the feeds you subscribed to, and write a reflection for your portfolio about how this can be a useful resource for teaching and learning.


	20 - Staying Organized

Delicious, Doodle
1. Create your own Delicious page, add as many bookmarks as you can with at least three tags per bookmark. 

2. Copy and paste the URL to your delicious page in the portfolio.

3. Take a screen shot of your page and reflect on how Delicious will help you be more productive.

4. Create a Doodle for a meeting or survey question, send it to at least 3 other people, and capture a screen shot of the results page.


	21 - Visual Learning

Bubbl.us, Gliffy

1. Create your own Bubbl.us or Gliffy  diagram.

2. Take a screen shot and place it in your portfolio.

3. Write a paragraph on how this tool can be helpful in your setting and different ways you might use it with students and/or peers.
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